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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC§112 



The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 1 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. Independent claim 10 distinctly defines first and second data appliances, which 
must be separate entities per the "first" and "second" terminology. Dependent claim 1 1 thus 
contradicts claim 10 by limiting the first and second data appliances as being the same physical 
data appliance. The examiner suggests that Applicant either amend the claims to resolve this 
contradiction or cancel claim 1 1 . 

Claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. Claim 17 recites the limitation "the machine-readable URLs' 1 in lines 1 and 2. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 



The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
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international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 2 1(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being clearly anticipated by U.S. 
Patent No. 6,542,927 (Rhoads). 

Referring to claim 1, Rhoads discloses In columns 2-4 a particular form of encoded data, 
dubbed "Bedoop data", which can be imprinted upon common physical objects such as milk 
cartons and paper documents. Said Bedoop data is meant to link holders of the data to related 
electronic information. The Bedoop data, according to column 7: lines 8-37, is an address 
comprising three parts: CLASS, DNS, and UID. The CLASS and DNS portions point to specific 
servers on a network, while the UID portion functions as an index to particular functions or 
objects. In a basic embodiment, as discussed in column 2: lines 64-66, the network is the 
Internet. In columns 10 and 1 1, Rhoads discloses a greeting card scenario that utilizes Bedoop 
data, wherein the greeting card corresponds to the claimed physical icon. In column 10: lines 9- 
29 Rhoads discloses that a card sender first purchases a greeting card comprising Bedoop data, 
wherein the Bedoop data is recorded onto the greeting card by a greeting card company. In 
column 10: lines 30-44, Rhoads explains that the CLASS and DNS portions of the Bedoop data 
are used to navigate a network to reach a corresponding server maintained by the greeting card 
company. The greeting card thus comprises at least a first address, the Bedoop data, which can 
be read and decoded by a Bedoop sensor. Rhoads further explains in this section that the UID 
portion is used to index a table or database on the server to obtain a destination address of a web 
page object. In column 10: lines 51-67 and column 11: lines 1-18, Rhoads details the steps of 
how the card sender can use software tools to manually link a destination address of a web page 
object with the first address or Bedoop data. The sender can then deliver the greeting card to a 
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recipient, whom can finally hold the card in front of a Bedoop sensor and be presented with the 
web page object at the destination address. 

Referring to claim 2, Rhoads explains in column 10: lines 30-44 that the first address is 
read from the greeting card, a link is identified by the first address is resolved to obtain the 
destination address, and access is provided to the web page object identified by the destination 
address. 

Referring to claim 3, Rhoads explains in column 7: lines 21-30 that the first address 
(Bedoop data) can be a URL. 

Referring to claim 4, Rhoads discloses in column 10: lines 30-44 that the destination 
address can be a web site, which is commonly accessed via a URL. 

Referring to claim 5, Rhoads discloses in column 18: lines 41-43 that bar codes and any 
other optically recognizable digital encoding can be used in the invention. 

Referring to claims 6 and 7, Rhoads discloses in column 22: lines 40-63 and column 26: 
lines 14-17 using PIN codes to demonstrate a right to access objects identified by the destination 
address. 

Referring to claim 8, the greeting card scenario discussed above involves the greeting 
card company recording the first address onto the greeting card. In column 10: lines 51-59, 
Rhoads discloses that the card sender can also record the first address onto the greeting card by 
printing it at home. In this case the card sender can also use the Bedoop sensor to read in the 
first address. After the link to a web page at a destination address is established, the card is then 
delivered to the recipient or second party whom accesses the web page identified by the 
destination address. 
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Referring to claim 9, Rhoads discloses in column 15: lines 14-63 that pages in magazines 
and newspapers can be encoded with Bedoop data. Said pages (physical icons) are flat and 
flexible, associated with an issue of a printed publication and an intended recipient of a copy of a 
printed publication. Furthermore, the recipient of the magazine or newspaper would be the 
second party in accordance with the aforementioned embodiment and possession of the pages 
would be transferred by inserting them into the copy of the magazine or newspaper. 

Referring to claim 10, Rhoads discloses in column 10: lines 9-50 the greeting card 
scenario discussed above in which a plurality of greeting cards can be used, each bearing a 
unique machine readable address. In the same section, Rhoads explains that the CLASS and 
DNS portions of the Bedoop data are used to navigate a network to reach a corresponding server 
maintained by the greeting card company. The greeting cards thus comprise at least first 
addresses, Bedoop data, which can be read and decoded by a Bedoop sensor, and there exists at 
least one network server for providing access to the first addresses identified by the plurality of 
greeting cards. Rhoads further explains in this section that the UID portion is used to index a 
table or database on the server to obtain a destination address of a web page object. In column 
10: lines 51-67 and column 11: lines 1-18, Rhoads details the steps of how the card sender can 
use software tools to manually link a destination address of a web page object with the first 
address or Bedoop data. In this case the sender's PC is the first data appliance, which is 
configured to read a first address from a greeting card, forward the address to the network server, 
and then forward a destination address of a web page object specified by the sender. The server 
subsequently associates the destination address of the web page object with the first address by 
updating a stored table or database. The sender can then deliver the greeting card to a recipient, 
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whom can finally hold the card in front of a Bedoop sensor at a second data appliance and be 
presented with the web page object at the destination address. 

Referring to claim 1 1, the first and second data appliances can inherently be the same 
physical data appliance since both are merely personal computing devices connected to Bedoop 
sensors and a network. 

Referring to claims 12 and 13, the first and second data appliances discussed in the 
greeting card scenario above are associated with a sender and a recipient respectively, which 
further teaches that the appliances do not have to be collocated. 

Referring to claim 14, the greeting cards discussed above are in essence cards. 

Referring to claims 15 and 16, Rhoads discloses in column 22: lines 40-43 that bank 
cards (debit, credit, etc.) can be encoded with Bedoop data Said cards are the size of credit 
cards, are substantially made of plastic, and carry a machine-readable medium. 

Referring to claim 17, Rhoads discloses in column 18: lines 41-43 that bar codes and any 
other optically recognizable digital encoding can be used in the invention. 

Referring to claim 18, Rhoads discloses in column 10: lines 9-50 the greeting card 
scenario discussed above in which a plurality of greeting cards can be used, each bearing a 
unique machine readable address. In the same section, Rhoads explains that the CLASS and 
DNS portions of the Bedoop data are used to navigate a network to reach a corresponding server 
maintained by the greeting card company. The greeting cards thus comprise at least first 
addresses, Bedoop data, which can be read and decoded by a Bedoop sensor, and there exists at 
least one network server for providing access to the first addresses identified by the plurality of 
greeting cards. Rhoads further explains in this section that the UID portion is used to index a 
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table or database on the server to obtain a destination address of a web page object. In column 
10: lines 51-67 and column 11: lines 1-18, Rhoads details the steps of how the card sender can 
use software tools to manually link a destination address of a web page object with the first 
address or Bedoop data. In this case, the software tools on the sender's PC would provide some 
representation of the UID data structure in which the destination address associated with the web 
page object could be stored upon manipulation by the user. The server subsequently associates 
the destination address of the web page object with the first address by updating the stored table 
or database structure. The sender can then deliver the greeting card to a recipient, whom can 
finally hold the card in front of a Bedoop sensor and be presented with the web page object at the 
destination address. 

Referring to claim 19, Rhoads explains in column 10: lines 30-44 that the first address is 
read from the greeting card, a table or database is accessed, a link is identified by the first 
address is resolved to obtain the destination address, and access is provided to the web page 
object identified by the destination address. 

Referring to claim 20, Rhoads discloses in column 18: lines 41-43 that bar codes and any 
other optically recognizable digital encoding can be used in the invention. 

Referring to claims 21 and 22, Rhoads discloses in column 22: lines 40-63 and column 
26: lines 14-17 using PIN codes to demonstrate a right to access objects identified by the 
destination address. 

Referring to claim 23, the greeting card scenario discussed above involves the greeting 
card company recording the first address onto the greeting card. In column 10: lines 51-59, 
Rhoads discloses that the card sender can also record the first address onto the greeting card by 
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printing it at home. In this case the card sender can also use the Bedoop sensor to read in the 
first address. After the link to a web page at a destination address is established, the card is then 
delivered to the recipient or second party whom accesses the web page identified by the 
destination address. 

Referring to claim 24, Rhoads discloses in column 15: lines 14-63 that pages in 
magazines and newspapers can be encoded with Bedoop data Said pages (physical icons) are 
flat and flexible, associated with an issue of a printed publication and an intended recipient of a 
copy of a printed publication. Furthermore, the recipient of the magazine or newspaper would be 
the second party in accordance with the aforementioned embodiment and possession of the pages 
would be transferred by inserting them into the copy of the magazine or newspaper. 



Conclusion 

The prior art made of record on form PTO-892 and not relied upon is considered 
pertinent to applicant's disclosure. Applicant is required under 37 C.F.R. § 1. 1 1 1(c) to consider 
these references fully when responding to this action. The documents cited therein teach 
alternate methods of associating data stored on physical icons with externally stored electronic 
information. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brian J Detwiler whose telephone number is 703-305-3986. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thu 8-5:30 and alternating Fridays 8-4:30. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John W Cabeca can be reached on 703-308-3 1 16. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



bjd 




